
Dear Students, 

On Thursday, the Ontario government announced the extension of the Stay-at-Home 

order until June 2, 2021. The province has not said when schools might fully re-open for 
in-person learning. The declining COVID-19 case numbers in Ottawa and the 
vaccination of nearly half of the adult Ottawa population are positive steps that will help 
us move towards re-opening. 

We also know that we all need to continue our efforts to  stop the spread - to stay at 
home; to wear a mask; and to keep a safe distance from others. There is still more work 
we all need to do, but we are trending in the right direction.    

COVID-19 vaccine update - Youth 12-17 

There is good news about vaccines for students.  Beginning the week of May 31, youth 
in Ontario between 12 and 17 years of age will be eligible to book an appointment to 
receive their first dose.  

We will be working together with Ottawa Public Health and CHEO with the aim to 
vaccinate as many students as possible before the end of school. Stay tuned for more 
details as these plans develop. Also, continue to monitor the Ottawa Public Health COVID-

19 vaccine page for local updates and sign up for the OPH vaccine newsletter.  

Are you wondering how to talk to your friend, family member, colleague or employee 
who is unsure about getting the COVID-19 vaccine? Visit the OPH Community Immunity 

page for information and tools you can use.  

Planning for a safe return to school 

We continue to plan for a safe and welcoming return to in-person learning for the fall. 
This week parents were sent a message from the principal with more information about 
school and decisions for attending in-person or remotely.  At the OCDSB, families have 
already confirmed their attendance plans for September.  We understand that some 
families may wish to change their decision for in-person or remote learning for the 2021-
22 school year. You are encouraged to discuss this decision with your parents.  For 
those who wish to make a change, they must notify the school prior to 6:00 p.m. on 
June 1st.  If your family does not wish to make a change, NO action is required.  

The Ministry of Education has recently provided some additional information and 
funding relating to the upcoming school year. School boards must plan for in-person 
learning with cohorting and safety measures in place, and plans for pivoting to other 
modes of delivery if necessary. Some highlights include: 

 increased support for student mental health; 
 guidance that school boards will be required to limit secondary school schedules 

to two in-person classes (such as quadmestering or octomestering) with the 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/oe9kPzzO61QNk07Ulylxrw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RcaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLm9udGFyaW8uY2EvZW4vcmVsZWFzZS8xMDAwMTI0L29udGFyaW8tZXh0ZW5kaW5nLXN0YXktYXQtaG9tZS1vcmRlci11bnRpbC1qdW5lLTJXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmCeWOeeYNl7MqtSE2FsaS5nb25jY2lAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/oe9kPzzO61QNk07Ulylxrw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RcaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLm9udGFyaW8uY2EvZW4vcmVsZWFzZS8xMDAwMTI0L29udGFyaW8tZXh0ZW5kaW5nLXN0YXktYXQtaG9tZS1vcmRlci11bnRpbC1qdW5lLTJXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmCeWOeeYNl7MqtSE2FsaS5nb25jY2lAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/T_T_6lbKt1jW-x9UlxilLA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmUuYXNweFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYJ5Y555g2Xsyq1ITYWxpLmdvbmNjaUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/T_T_6lbKt1jW-x9UlxilLA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmUuYXNweFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYJ5Y555g2Xsyq1ITYWxpLmdvbmNjaUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/3-8FL6NMkPtVLigwZQCI7g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RRaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL2NvbW11bml0eS1pbW11bml0eS5hc3B4VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgnljnnmDZezKrUhNhbGkuZ29uY2NpQG9jZHNiLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/3-8FL6NMkPtVLigwZQCI7g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRigBrYP0RRaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhcHVibGljaGVhbHRoLmNhL2VuL3B1YmxpYy1oZWFsdGgtdG9waWNzL2NvbW11bml0eS1pbW11bml0eS5hc3B4VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgnljnnmDZezKrUhNhbGkuZ29uY2NpQG9jZHNiLmNhWAQAAAAC


cohorting of students as much as possible and to limit the number of student-to 
student contacts; 

While we await further guidance from the Ministry expected this summer, you should 
know we are now planning for a secondary model for September of two courses and a 
lunch break on each in-person day. 

Student Trustees for 2021-2022 School Year 

The student trustees for the 2021-22 school year have been elected. Current student 
trustee Charles Chen will return for a second term and he will be joined by newly-
elected student trustee Amatur Raheem Salam-Alada. We would like to thank Student 
Trustee Joy Liu for her work representing student voice this past year and wish her the 
very best in her future pursuits. 

Student Council and Student Senate Elections Postponed - 2021-2022 

Due to the most recent pivot to remote learning, many secondary schools may not be 
able to complete their Student Council and Student Senate Elections by May 31, 
2021.  As part of the District’s commitment to student voice, schools are granted an 
extension until October 15, 2021 to hold Student Council and Student Senate elections 
for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Indigenous Summer Learning 2021 - Coming Soon 

This summer, Indigenous students can earn an academic credit while learning from 
Indigenous teachers, Elders and Traditional Knowledge Holders. Through this 6-week 
program, secondary Indigenous students will have an opportunity to learn with and 
mentor younger students while earning a credit toward their OSSD. Details and 
registration coming soon. 

Black Student Forum - May 27 

Students, staff and community members are invited to attend this year’s Black Student 
Forum. The theme is "A Year of Resistance & Resilience: Moving forward with clear 
vision". The event will include guest speakers and there will be opportunities to discuss 
and interact.  

Date: May 27, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Zoom Webinar 
link: https://ocdsb.zoom.us/j/97315491537?pwd=N0RZNzRhOGIwVDczc252NGhqazBEQT09 

YouTube livestream link: https://youtu.be/kWkjACCOewo 

In case you missed it… 
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Events/Registrations: 

Black Excellence: Career Advice - Opening Doors for Others Panel discussion for 
students, parents, staff and community, May 18, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Learn more or submit a 

question for the panel. 

Livestream link: https://youtu.be/yKnFcsp_Y3A 

Register Now! Rainbow Youth Forum: May 20, 7:00-9:30 p.m. 
Registration is now open for the 16th Annual Rainbow Youth Forum. Register 

Now! (Please register using your OCDSB student email address.)     

For more information, visit: ocdsb.ca/ryf 

OCDSB 2021 Summer School: Registration is open until June 24. Learn more 
at www.summerschoolinottawa.com. 

OCDSB Virtual Relay for Life: May 28 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. To register, visit this link. 

Your Feedback Matters: 

Survey - Police Involvement in Schools 

You’re encouraged to complete the survey as part of our Police Involvement in Schools 
policy and practice review. The survey closes on May 16, 2021. Learn more. 

Ottawa Child and Youth Initiative: Child and Youth Well-being Survey 

The Ottawa Child and Youth Initiative has launched a survey to help make Eastern 
Ontario a better place for children and youth. This voluntary survey is open until May 31 
to children and youth aged 9-18. Learn more. 
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